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Introduction

After five years of study and the collection world-wide of
data on unique awards and prizes created to recognize human
achievement, the International Congress of Distinguished Awards
(1cDA) issued in March, 1999, its first "Official Roster of
Distinguished Awards." This was the first time any organization
in the world had attempted to evaluate and officially designate
the world’s most noteworthy and newsworthy awards.

Presented to those in attendance at ICDA's 4th annual
conference on "The World of Awards," held at the DoubleTree Hotel
in Miami, Florida, February 24-27, 1999, the Roster of 116 award
programs and a total of 186 separate awards made quite an
impression on those present. The chosen awards were presented in
various tables revealing their official name, the value of the
awards in US dollars, their age, the fields in which they are
presented, and the country where they are located.

By-analyzing these tables, much was revealed about the world
of big awards and trends in award creation, growth, and
presentation across the entirety of the 20th century. And it was
also possible to see that award giving involves millions of
dollars and is something that is particularly practiced in the
United States.

In the introduction to that report and publicly in Miami, I
described the first "Official Roster" as a work in progress that
would be refined, honed, and corrected each year with the latest
data available. I also indicated that ICDA was planning to
produce other rosters of awards, including reports on fellowship
award programs, professional association award programs, and
corporate award programs as an aid to professionals working in
these realms and to observers of these award programs.

Almost immediately, one of our colleagues, Rebecca Irvin of
the impressive Rolex Awards for Enterprise (Geneva, Switzerland),
stepped forward indicating that she was in need of current and
reliable information about corporate award programs. Fortunately
for ICDA and our ambitions to understand the world cof awards,
opportunity and need at once coalesced. Indeed, in answering
pressing questions for Rolex, we have been able to move much more
guickly than we anticipated a few months ago into a full scale



analysis of corporate award sponsorship and presentation around
the world.

Looking at Corporate Award Giving

While ICDA heretofore has concentrated primarily on
identifying stand alone "distinguished awards" in the realms of
the arts and humanities, science and technology, medicine and
humanitarianism, literature and religion, peace and the
environment, in this examination of corporate award giving we
have expanded our focus considerably. In this report we have
also included sports and entertainment and many forms of
competitions sponsored by corporations.

From the outset, however, we need to make some observations
about what we set out to study and what we did not intend to
include. The following is a study of corporate sponsored awards
given externally from the company for some type of human
achievement. We are not here interested in internal corporate
award programs where corporate officers recognize individuals for
productivity, new business ideas, and the like.

The achievements thus honored are mainly not directly
related to the main business thrust of the corporation. Although
as one examines dozens and dozens of corporate awards, it is
quickly noted that chemical companies tend to sponsor awards for
achievement in chemistry; automotive parts suppliers, auto races
and competitions; and publishers, good journalism and quality
books. '

By the same token included here are those sums of money
provided by corporations for cash prizes to recipients. For
example, McDonald’s Corporation might spend a great deal of money
promoting its Awards of Excellence; Sara Lee its Frontrunner
Awards; or General Motors its Cancer Research Medals. But the
amounts reported in this study are only those cash prizes that go
to award recipients or, in some cases, to the recipients’
designees.

Early on we noticed some phenomena about corporate award
giving that caused us to gather some types of data that did not
apply to other realms of award giving. For example, we noticed a
tendency for corporations to "sponsor" awards that would then be
given through or by an entirely different organization. We thus
sought to identify those other organizations and to identify
whether they were foundations, voluntary societies (also
professional associations), universities, museums, and the like.

We also noticed that while some corporations choose the
recipients of awards and then present their prizes directly,
other corporations make use of their corporate foundations in




choosing and presenting awards. We thus tried to determine which
corporations follow which practice. Some that choose recipients
and present prizes directly are Pfizer, Sara Lee, and Rolex
itself.

But in making that judgement a bit of guess work inevitably
came into the picture. For example, some corporations--such as
Allied Signal, Asahi Glass, Bristol-Myers Squibb, General Motors,
and others--have their own corporate foundations right in their
corporate headquarters and use these foundations as the vehicle
for presenting awards.

In other instances there is a considerable distance or fire
wall between corporations and the foundations they have spawned.
Examples might be the Conrad Hilton Foundation and the Burroughs
Wellcome Fund. Depending upon the extent of the identification
of such organizations with their corporate founders, we chose in
each case either to put them in or leave them off of this study
of corporate award giving.

Certain other well-known corporate names have been left off
of the corporate list because the awards bearing those names were
created totally separately from the corporation itself. Examples
of these would be the Heinz Awards of the Heinz Family Foundation
of Pittsburgh and the Heineken Prizes (except one of them created
by the corporation) of the Royal Academy of Arts and Sciences in
Amsterdam.

As we observed the corporate award culture ever more
closely, we also found another phenomenon that does not appear in
other realms of award giving: a tendency to discontinue awards
under changing circumstances. In some cases it is clear that
fortunes of the corporation dictated a retreat. In other cases
we suspect changing interests of CEO’'s and, indeed, the
succession of CEO’s. Certainly this tendency to discontinue is
something rarely encountered in other realms of award giving.

Scope of the Survey

In conducting this study we identified 105 corporations that
give or have given awards. The list of corporations came from
the existing files of ICDA and from brainstorming with other
members of ICDA,

But the bulk of the corporate names came from the indexes
and lists of Awards, Honors, & Prizes, 15th edition, 1999,
produced by Gale Research. While this is a good tool for use in
looking at various realms of awards, it is also difficult to use
due to outdated information and frequent inconsistencies in the
identification of awards and corporate sponsors. But used
cautiously it helped to fill out parts of the picture of




corporate award giving.

We looked at more than 500 awards presented by these 105

corporations and ended up eliminating all but 160 separate awards
presented by 82 corporations world wide. Excluded from the study
were the following:

1.

2.

6.

All interxnal corporate awards.

Most awards under $1,000 and some that were $1,000 after the
pattern of giving by a corporation had been demonstrated.

All awards that have been discontinued, although a separate
list of these appear below.

All awards where there is no current contact information for
the sponsoring or administering organization.

All awards presented by foundations that are not, in fact,
corporate foundations.

Awards co-sponscred by pools of corporations.

In some cases, corporations may have initiated an award and later
stopped sponsoring it. Only currently recognized sponsors are
included in the study.

Coxrporate Awards

Corporations sponsor and/or present a vast number of awards

in many fields of interest, mainly with cash prizes, and usually
on an annual basis.

Chemical, petrochemical, publishing, and technological

companies usually present the most number of awards, but--with a
few exceptions--their cash prizes also tend to be fairly small:

Corporation No. of Awardsg Cash Value Range

Eastman Kodak (1) 257 S 250
Mobil 0il Co. (1) 64 s 0
Bristol-Myers (1) 44 S 2,000- 6,000
Procter & Gamble (1) 29 S 0- 3,000
Ford Motor Co. 18 s 0- 5,000
Toshiba Corp. 16 s 10,000
Amoco Chemical Co. 13 S 0
Eastman Kodak Co. (2) 12 S 0- 2,500
PPG Company 10 $100,000~1,000,000
Wallace Readers’ Digest 10 S 105,000
Exxon Company USA 10 S 0- 5,000
Shell UK Ltd. 10 S 0



Bristol-Myers (2) 7 S 50,000
PNC Bank of Delaware 6 S 20,000
Mobil 0il Co. (2) () S 3.000- 17,500
AT&ET ) S 1,500- 10,000
Dow Chemical Co. 6 $ 1,000- 5,000
duPont Company 6 S 4,000- 5,000
Rolex- -Geneva 5 S 75,000
Prudential Corp 4 $ 42,000
Eli Lilly & Co. 4 3 0- 10,000
Procter & Gamble (2) 3 $150,000- 250,000

Note: The numbers (1) or (2) beside certain corporations in
the foregoing table represent two clearly distinguishable
levels and types of award-giving by the indicated
corporation.

With regard to the largest prizes presented by corporations
for accomplishments in a wide variety of fields, here are some of
the most significant in terms of cash prizes:

PPG Co. Indianapolis World Series 51,000,000
Pillsbury Bake-Off Award $1,000,000
Ashai Glass Blue Planet Prize 5 440,000
Burroughs Welcome Scholars 35 350,000
General Motors Cancer Resgsearch Prizes S 250,000
P&G Miss Universe Contest 3 250,000
Carlsberg Architectural Prize $ 221,000
Putt Putt Championship Award S 205,000
Allied Signal, Inc., Award in Aging S 200,000
P&G Miss USA Contest S 200,000
P&G Miss Teen USA S 150,000
Von Siemens Music Prize {(Germany) S 143,700
Heineken Prize for Biochemistry & Physics $ 133,000
Asahi Publishing Co. Awards. S 131,000
Wallace Readers’ Digest Awards $ 105,000
FIAT--Agnelli International Prize S 100,000
Hyatt-Pritzker Architectural Prize $ 100,000
Mobil 0il Playwriting Award $ 100,000
PPG--Firestone Indy Lights Championships $ 100,000
Ronald McDonald Awards of Excellence § 100,000
UNYSIS Corp. Philadelphia Liberty Medal $ 100,000

Corporate Awards by Year of Creation

More than half of the existing corporate awards (78)

established during the last 20 year period
65 awards preexist that time.

{since 1979) .

were
Another

However, only 10 awards derive




from before 1950. And, most of those--except for the exceptional
Pillsbury BAKE-OFF award of $1 million are small science and
technology awards. For another 15 corporate awards, the date of
creation is not available ({(indicated by "0" in tables below).

An interesting sidelight on the date of creation of
corporate awards is that we have data on only 8 corporate awards
created after 1990. This is unusual compared to other types of
awards, suggesting that corporations are not as effective as
other organizations in making their awards known to the general
public. Given the pace at which new corporate awards were
created in the previous decade from 1980-1989--64 new awards--it
is unlikely that there has been a tapering off in the creation of
new awards.

Country of Awards

As in the case of awards in general, most corporate awards
are sponsored or presented by companies located in the United
States. '

In the case of our previous study of distinguished awards,
almost half of those awards are located in the United States.
With regard to corporate awards here identified a whopping total
of 120 out of the 160 separately listed awards or 75 percent are
from the United States.

The nations here represented with individually listed awards
are as follows:

Country Number of Awards

United States 120
United Kingdom 16
Japan
Switzerland
Canada
Denmark
Germany
Italy
Netherlands
South Africa
Austria-
France

HEEMNMNNDMDNDNDNOTWD

It seems clear that corporate award giving is something that is
more highly practiced in the United States that anywhere else in
the world.

With regard to who gets all of the corporate awards, there
is regrettably no collected information available at this time.



However from impressionistic reading of lists of award
recipients, it would be our conclusion that most U.S. awards go
to Americans as well as a good number of those corporate awards
located in other nations. In this respect the Rolex Awards are
distinctive in finding worthy recipients in all points of the
globe.

Award Fields

Corporate awards fall roughly into the same realms as our
prior study of distinguished awards. In that study science, the
arts, and technology ranked higher than other fields. And so do
they among corporate awards.

Award Field Number of Awards

Science 51
Medicine 21
Arts 19
Technology 18
Sports 12
Environment
Humanitarianism
Business
Educaticn
Competitions
Humanities
Journalism
Entertainment
Literature
Peace
Agriculture
Cocking

Culture
Exploration
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However, medicine ranks much higher among corporate awards
than among distinguished awards. And those fields that get much
less attention among corporations than from distinguished awards
are humanitarianism, the environment, and--completely absent from
corporate awards--religion.

With regard to sports, it is interesting to note that while
corporations widely use sporting events for advertising and media
sponsorship, this field is relatively minor in their realm of
award giving.

Some fields that appear in corporate award giving--not
evident in other realms of awards are agriculture, coocking,
exploration, and culture. Here again, Rolex is distinctive for
its pioneering efforts to focus on exploration and culture.



But, clearly, corporate award giving is quite diverse and
looks at realms overlooked in other realms of awards.

Award Responsibility

It is in the realm of responsibility for the selection of
award recipients and the actual presentation of sponsored awards
that corporations are quite different from other award-giving
institutions.

Organization Type Number of Awards
Society (& prof. assns.) 110
Corporation 25
Corporate Foundations 10
Foundations 6
Theatre Companies 2
Governments 1
Halls of Fame 1
Museums 1
Universities 1

A preponderant number of corporations sponsor awards through
non-profit membership organizations--more often than not
professional associations--rather than giving awards directly
themselves or by giving through their corporate foundations.

A few major caveats on this finding, however, are that
professional associations have long looked toward corporations to
sponsor and fund professional recognition awards and many of the
awards in this data base are of that nature. Moreover, the
practice of sponsoring awards through other organizations is
specifically a practice of US corporations more than corporations
in other countries.

But it is also evident that corporations have often seen it
as useful and efficient to delegate the selection of award
recipients and the presentation of awards to organizations that
might be viewed as unbiased and objective in their selection
procedures.

Digscontinued Corporate Awards

As has been noted in the foregoing there there is some
record of corporations discontinuing certain awards or
discontinuing their sponsorship of certain awards. There follows
a partial list of discontinued awards indicating, as appropriate,
the nature of the award and the amount of the prize:

American Airlines (several ski competition awards ended in



1996)

Bertelsman Foundation (Bertlesman Prize was 300,000 German
marks [$175,000 US] honoring contributions to the
development of a democratic society in Germany)

CIBA-GEIGY (several minor chemical awards)

dubPont (several minor chemical awards)

Eastman Kodak Company (sports awards and Ms. Photogenic
competition)

Glaxo (minor chemical awards)

Kodak (2 film competitions)

MCI (2 awards for disabled sports competitors)

Merck (2 minor chemical awards)

Mobil (minor arts administration award in Australia)

NCR (27,500 UK pound [$46,000 US] book award for non-
fiction)

Unilever (2 annual major science awards of $160,000)
UNYSIS (ended support for $100,000 annual Philadelphia
Liberty Medal after five years in 1998; though the award
continues)

Upjohn (minor chemical awards)

Volvo (discontinued support of 6 separate player of the year
awards in tennis)

Westinghouse Electric Corp. (high school science competition
awards begun in 1942, 10 awards at $50,000 each)

Xerox (award for outstanding city mayors)

As already noted such changes in sponsorship seem to derive from
the changing fortunes of corporations, evolving business and
public interests of corporations, and the exodus and arrivals of
new chief executives with their own special interests.

Other Questions

This summary analysis and the following cross-tabulations of
data on corporate awards represent only the tip of the iceberg in
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examining the world of corporate awards.

In our efforts to understand corporate awards, we registered
other data beyond what is reported in this summary including all
of the following data fields:

Award Program Name

Year Established

Award Type

Award Field

Award Amounts (and currency)

US Dollar Equivalent

Award Frequency

Sponsor Organization (corporation}

Award Responsibility (who selects and presents)
10. Type of Organization (the presenting organization)
11. City

12. State; Province

13. Country

14. Purpose of the Award

W1 Wb

In that our data is manipulable to answer specific questions not
here addressed, we invite other queries as we seek to make these
data of important use, not only to its original sponsor--Rolex
Watch Company of Geneva--but to other directors of award programs
and the many observers, participants, and award recipients in the
world of awards.
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