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Introduction

In March, 1999, the International Congress of Distinguished Awards {ICDA) issued its
first annual “Official Roster of Distinguished Awards. The Roster was accompanied by a number
of data tables classifying more than 116 award programs according to the age of their creation,
the US dollar cash value of their prizes, the field of their award giving, and the nation where they
were located. Those award programs presented a total of 186 prizes, most with cash awards of
$100,000 or more in US dollar equivalents.

These awards represented the cream of the crop of more than 29,000 known awards,
honors, and prizes as compiled and listed in a reference work with the fullest listing of awards
world-wide published by Gale Research..

ICDA acknowledged in this first report the probable omission of worthy award
programs—unknown to it, with large numbers of awards, or of the nature of fellowships or
competitions—that would not fit into the type of data base then being produced. ICDA invited
comment and suggestions on notable missing awards, how to recognize fellowships and

competitions, and on how the Roster and related reports could be made useful to those both inside
and outside of the world of award giving.

The 1999 “Official Roster of Distinguished Awards” was greeted with fanfare, with
articles in a number of national newspapers and in such publications as The Scientist, giving
critical acclaim to the listing and spreading the word about it.

And so also was the Official Roster II for 2000. Our second report began to include
overlooked award programs, those with vast numbers of awards, fellowship programs, and certain
musical competitions. We were pleased to find additional great awards that had not come to our

attention. And we found a better and more compact way of reporting about the world’s great
award programs.

We not only got notice in the newsprint in the US; we began to get more inquiries from
the media, awards, and other interested onlookers across Europe, Asia, Australia, and especially
Japan—one of the nations where award giving has become a major practice. And another special
reward was that we were contacted by BBC’s award-winning documentary series “Arena,” which



is now preducing a documentary on the “world of awards” and making much use of the
knowledge, information, and good judgment represented in our “Official Roster of Distinguished
Awards.”

The Official Roster of Distinguished Awards III, 2001

The 2001 Official Roster of Distinguished Awards is a major and telling advance over
our previous rosters. Again, we have received extensive feedback from awards directors and
interested parties all over the world. We have also discovered that it is no longer possible to
investigate the world’s greatest awards merely from print or print reference sources. We are
definitely in the age of the internet and it is now possible to study many of the world’s most
distinguished awards on the internet.

The 2001 Roster contains a total of 122 award programs presenting a total of 763
individual awards and prizes either on an annual or biennial—and somewhat rarely a triennial or
quadrennial--basis. That is a vast increase over the number of individual awards from our 1999
report because we are now including some programs not listed in our first report that present
many awards each year. Among these are the following with their per annum number of awards:;

Bunting Institute 40 Fellows
Carnegie Hero Fund Commission 80 Medals
Guggenheim Foundation 215 Feliowships
MacArthur Foundation 25 Fellows
National Endowment for Humanities 60 Fellowships
Packard Foundation 12 Fellows
Pew Program in Marine Conservation 10 Feliows
Pew Program in the. Arts 12 Fellows
Pulitzer Prizes 21 Prizes
Rome Prizes 30 Feilowships
Wallace Reader’s Digest Awards 10 Awards

These new entries alone account for 515 of the total of 763 awards presented mainly
annually by the 122 listed award programs. However, we determined that these programs
recognize excellence of a unique and generally international importance that should not be
excluded from our Roster. But we have also determined that in future planned listings of the
recipients of awards on the Roster, we will only list those individuals from these programs who

have received other individual awards for distinction {see information on Directory of
Distinguished Awards below).

There are some other new and interesting awards included in this new Roster and some
that have expired or which have been excluded:

New Listings:

Cosmology Prize Peter Gruber Foundation, U.S. $ 150,000
International Cosmos Prize Expo 90 Foundation, Japan 350,000
Mitchell Prize US National Acad. Sciences 100,000
Prize for Science Govt. of Australia 220,000
Sophie Prize Sophie Foundation, Sweden 100,000
Stockholm Water Prize Stockholm Int. Water Institute 150,000



Volvo Environment Prize Volvo Corporation, Sweden 165,000
Zayed Environment Prize United Arab Emirates 1,000,000

Expired or Excluded:

Blasker Award--Environment  San Diego Foundation, US $ 250,000
Dana Awards—Education Dana Foundation, US 50,000
Lannan Literary Awards Lannan Foundation, US 50,000
Royal Bank Award Royal Bank, Canada 96,000

ICDA’s Official Roster is thus an ever developing, more correctly refined, and accurately
precise barometer of what it takes to be an internationally distinguished award. Listed on the
webpage of ICDA at www.icda.org, we cagerly invite suggestions of awards that should be on the
Roster or which have expired or which do not meet the qualifications listed on our webpage or in
our printed materials.

Amounts Awarded and Aggregate Costs of Awarding Distinguished Awards

If the amount of money issued by the 122 distinguished award programs on an annual
basis be summed, the total cash outlay per annum in the year 2000 (expressed in US dollars) was
$65,990,200.

Since there were 763 individual awards, the average award given was $86,500. This is a
quite amazing sum, since some of the awards determined by ICDA to be distinguished include
small or no cash prizes at all.

One might conclude that $65 million is a relatively small sum in the contemporary world
of finance. And indeed it is also a relatively small sum in the world of the awards. We have
determined on the basis of the number of awards given universally that we know about,
multiplied by the cost of administration, the world of awards is a $2 billion cottage industry—at
least.

Since the giving of distinguished awards is so different from giving grants and is so much
more labor intensive and costly to administer, one could easily conclude that the giving of $65
million in awards costs another $35 million for a total of $100 million as the costs of
distinguished awards or one twentieth of the world-wide awards industry.

Relative Age of Distinguished Awards

As noted in our 1999 Roster report, the creation of awards—especially those with large
cash prizes—is a relatively recent phenomenon. And the pace in the creation of new large price
awards is only accelerating.

Award Creation Years

Before 1900 3 programs
1900-1950 7 programs
1951-1960 8 programs
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1961-1970 I programs
1971-1980 26 programs
1981-1990 37 programs
1991-2000 32 programs

It is not suggested that the rate of creation of awards diminished in the 1990s. Rather the
time between creation and public knowledge of the new award is often slightly delayed. Butit is
clear that more than 50% of all major awards have been created since 1981.

Awards by Country

The predominance of the United States, Japan, and Sweden in the realm of the number of
awards and the amount of cash prizes given still continues. The relative rank of nations in the
giving of awards listed on our Roster is as follows:

Country "No. Of Awards Average Prize  Total Given Annually
United States 652 $62,025 $40,440,600
Sweden 11 606,591 6,672,500
Japan 18 261,944 4,715,000
ftaly 8 418,750 3,350,000
Greece 6 225,000 1,350,000
Norway 2 552,250 1,104,500
Bahamas 1 1,044,800 1,044,800
Switzerland 6 166,667 1,000,000
Saudi Arabia 5 200,000 1,000,000
United Arab Emirates 1 1,000,000 1,000,000
Belgium 9 107,778 970,000
The Netherlands 6 107,667 646,000
[srael 6 87,500 525,000

The apparent predominance of the United States is due, in part, of course, to the fact that
so many fellowship awards are presented in that nation both to honor achievement and to
encourage additional accomplishment. We have not found more than a few comparable award
programs in other nations and would be eager to learn of any that exist with the paramount and
international importance of those we have included in our 2001 Roster. We know of the Reuter
Foundation Fellowships in the UK. But other programs comparable to the distinguished Rome
Prizes and the Guggenheim Fellowships in the US have not yet been identified.

Awards by Field

In producing our Roster we have tried to fit a large number and variety of awards into
some rather large categories of fields of accomplishment. Some have thought that we have
thereby excluded the recognition of unique subcategories of realms of achievement. In this
report, we have thus included a few new categories such as engineering and exploration as a
tentative remedy to define valid topical fields recognized by major awards.




The major fields are as follows:

Field No. of Awards Amounts Awarded
Arts 364 $20,862,000
Science 89 14,923,400
Humanitarianism 106 7,675,000
Environment 31 5,710,000
Medicine 12 3,014,500
Technology 26 2,671,000
Literature : 23 2,579,500
Humanities 77 2,351,000
Peace 9 2,054,500
Religion 4 1,644,800
Economics ] 1,004,500
Cuiture 2 600,000
Engineering 2 600,000
Education 1 200,000
Exploration 1 100,000
Organizational Excellence 15 0

The preponderance of the Arts and Science are thrown off in some measure by the large
fellowship programs included in this report. But the removal of those programs would not alter
the ranking of these basic fields. The Arts, Science, Humanitarianism, and Environment
supersede all other fields.

US Dollar Value of Awards

Once again we have calculated the US dollar value of distinguished awards by using
current exchange rates as of March 1, 2001, as posted in prominent news services on or near that
date. In many cases, we have rounded award values to the nearest thousand dollar level,

As has been the case for many years, the Templeton Prize for Religion is the largest prize
for individual achievement and the Nobel Prizes in Sweden and Norway and the Bank of Sweden
Prize are in a near second place. But as can be seen in the tabulation below, the $1 million prize
level is becoming a distinguished prize award upper level benchmark. No longer is the $1 million
prize level an exclusive amount. Indeed, the prizes listed below will be joined in 2001 by a new
Gates Prize for Global Health at the $1 million level.

The top awards are thus as follows:

Prize Amount Number
Templeton Prize in Religion $1,044,800 1
Bank of Sweden Prize 1,004,500 1
Nobel Peace Prize 1,004,500 |
Nobels—Science, Literature, Medicine 1,004,500 4
Hilton Humanitarian Prize 1,000,000 1
Free Spirit Award 1,000,000 1
Zayed Prize for Environment 1,000,000 |



But, in addition to $1 million becoming a new upper level plateau for awards, many new
awards have emerged or old ones have expanded themselves to the $500,000 level including the
Balzan Prizes (4) at $625,000 and Aga Khan, Crafoord, Draper, Families Count, Lemelson-MIT,
and Waterman at $500,000. And there are some new prizes being created that we have learned
about and other existing prizes that are moving to this level. One new $500,000 award shortly to
appear is the Russ Prize of the National Academy of Engineering.

Whereas prizes at $250,000 and above were relatively rare just five years ago, there are
28 prize programs presenting 90 awards and prize fellowships at the $250,000 level and above.
Whereas a $100,000 prize was viewed as a substantial cash prize five years ago, there are now 74
separate award programs presenting prizes at that level on our 2001 Roster.

But money is not everything. Our Roster of Distinguished Awards stiil incorporates
unique and historically important award programs with small and sometimes no cash prizes such
America’s National Book Awards, Pulitzer Prizes, Carnegie Medals, and the National Medals of
Science and Technology. And, of course, the distinguished Fields Medals for mathematics that
served as a fascinating theme topic for the Academy Award winning movie “Good Will
Hunting.”

Conditions and Directions in the World of Awards

As already suggested, the number and size of important awards for human achievement
are increasing worldwide.

Award giving has long been a way of life in the United States and in Sweden, and has
become so most notably in Japan. My theory about the abundance of award giving in the United
States has always been that Americans give awards because they do not have a king! But also
because the nation had such good seasons of economic prosperity in the last half of the twentieth
century.

With regard to Japan, apart from the historic roots of recognizing notable citizens built
into Japanese culture, award giving on an international scale was a product of that nation’s
unprecedented prosperity in the 1980s. It has also surely resulted from the emergence of Japan
as a major player among the nations and economies of the world.

The key to award giving in Sweden seems more directly tied to the historic precedent in
notable awards established by Alfred Nobel in his 1896 will where he secretly provided for the
creation of what are known universally as the Nobel Prizes. The Nobel Prizes, first presented in
ceremonies in 1901, are celebrating their centenary in this year. So it is thus fitting that this
Official Roster for 2001 should conclude by congratulating the Nobel Foundation and the
Swedish and Norwegian academies that choose Nobel recipients on a century of setting the
standards and encouraging other organizations that have chosen to give awards for outstanding
human achievement.

ICDA’s “Directory of the World’s Distinguished Awards”

ICDA is currently gathering information and data for the preparation and publication of
the first edition of a Directory of the World’s Distinguished Awards. We are grateful to those
award programs who have cooperated in this undertaking. To be published by Oryx Press at the




end of 2001 or in early 2002, this directory will be the first authoritative guide to the world’s
most distinguished awards. Geared to represent those award programs appearing on this 2001
Official Roster of Distinguished Awards and the recipients of these awards, we look forward to
extending and expanding upon the usefulness of this annual roster awards.

We hope that individuals and organizations both in the world of awards and observers of
this special world will contact us with questions and comments about these and our other
undertakings at ICDA to serve all realms of the world of awards.

Take a look at our website or contact us at the numbers listed below and elsewhere in
this report.

Larry E. Tise, Ph.D, President and CEO

The International Congress of Distinguished Awards
P.O. Box 15782

705 Corinthian Avenue

Philadelphia, PA USA 19103

www.icda.org
215.765.1311

215.765.2721
ltise(@icda.org
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Official Roster of Distinguished Awards

* 122 Distinguished Award Programs as of February 2001

Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Africa Prize

Aga Khan Award for
Architecture

Agnelli Prize
Anderson, Marian Award

Annunzic Awards

Bagnoud Aerospace Prize

Baldrige National Quality
Award

Baldwin Medal of Liberty

Balzan Prizes

Bank of Sweden Prize

SESRL A BE ER R P T R i S A Lt e

|

Hunger Project

Aga Khan Trust for Culture

Research Centre for
international ans European
Cultural Relations

Philadelphia Festival of the Arts

Christopher Columbus
Fellowship Foundation

Francois-Xavier Bagnoud
Foundation

National Quality Program/NIST

American Civil Liberties Union

Internationai Balzan Foundation

Nobel Foundation

AT RS oA L0 L s A

His Highness The Aga Khan

Fondazioni Giovanni Agnelli

The Honorabie Frank Annunzio



Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By

Blue Planet Prize The Asahi Glass Foundation The Asahi Glass Foundation
Booker Prize Book Trust Booker McConnell
Bower Award & Prize for The Franklin Institute

Acheivement

Bristol-Myers Squibb Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

Awards in Science

Bunting Institute Fellows The Mary ingraham Bunting
Institute
Capote Awards for Literary Stanford University - Forsythe Capote Foundation
Criticism
Capote Awards--Literature University of lowa
Carlsburg Architectural Prize Carlsburg & Architecture
Carnegie Medal Carnegie Hero Fund Andrew Carnegie
Commission
Cervantes Prize Centro de las Letras Espanolas
Clark Prize, Athalie National Water Research National Water Research Institute
Richardson Irvine Institute
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Columbus Award -
Technology

Conrad N. Hilton
Humanitarian Prize

Copley Medai

Cosmology Prize

Coulter Award

Crafoord Prize

Crichlow Trust Prize

Discover Magazine
Technology Awards

Draper Prize

Erasmus Prize

Families Count Awards

T

Christopher Columbus
Foundation

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

Royal Society

Peter Gruber Foundation

The Wallace H. Coulter Award
for Medicine

Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences

American Institute of
Aeronautics & Astronautics

Discover Mag. Award for
Technological innovation

National Academy of
Engineering

Stichting Praemium Erasmianum

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

TR H e LT T N e ot T s e B

Christopher Columbus Foundation

Conrad Hilton Board of Directors

Georgia Tech University
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Fermi Awards - Science

Fields Medals

Francqui Prize

Free Spirit Award, Al
Neuharth

Frontrunner Awards, Sara
Lee

Gandhi Prize

General Motors Cancer
Research Medals

Getty Wiidlife Conservation
Prize

Goldman Environmental
Prizes

Gouid Prize

Guggenheim Fellowship

U.S. Department of Energy,

Office of Energy Research, ERS

fnternational Mathematics Unien

Franqui Foundation

Sara Lee -- Women

indira Gandhi Memorial
Foundation

General Motors Cancer
Research Foundation

Goldman Environmental
Foundation

Canada Council for the Arts

John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation

Emile Francqui

Senator Simon and his wife, Olga,
Guggenheim



Award Program Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Heineken Prizes Royal Netheriands Academy of
Arts and Sciences

Heinz Awards Heinz Family Foundation
Honda Prize Honda Foundation
Houphouet-Boigny Peace o UNESCO

Prize

International Cosmos Prize

International Prize for Japan Socisty for the Promotion
Biology of Science

Invernizzi Foundation
Awards

Ives Living, Charles - Music  American Academy of Arts and
Letters

Japan Prize - Science The Science & Technology
Foundation of Japan

Kilby Prize - Technology, Kilby Awards Foundation
Science, Innovation

King Baudouin International King Boudouin Foundation
Development Prize

Mr. Soichiro Honda

Expo 80 Foundation

Romeo Invernizzi
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

King Faisal International
Prizes

Kuwait Prizes - Art, Science

Kyoto Prizes - Technology,
Science, Arts

Lasker Medical Research
Awards

Latour de la Sante Prize -
Medicine

Lawrence Awards - Science,
Medicine

Leeds International
Pianoforte Competition

Lemelson - MIT Prize -
Technology

Lieber Prize - Medicine

Lincoln Prize

Louisville Grawemeyer
Awards

King Abdul Aziz Research
Center

"Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences

Inamori Foundation

Albert and Mary Lasker

Foundation

Royal Academy of Medicine

Massachusettes Institute of

Technology

NARSAD Scientific Symposium

Gettysburg College

University of Louisville

RS B M . P e T R T 3T T S et

Mr. H. Charles Grawemeyer




Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By

Lounsbery Award National Academy of Sciences
Lounsbery Prize - Science Institut du France
MacArthur Fellows (multiple John D. & Caterine T.
years) MacArthur Foundation
Manning Innovation Award Earnest C. Manning Awards
Foundation
Marconi International Polytechnical Marconi
Fellowship International Fellowship Council
McDonald's Awards of Ronald McDonald Awardof
Excellence Excellence

Mitchell International Prize National Academy of Sciences
for Sustainable Development

National Book Awards "National Book Foundation

National Endowment for the National Endowment for the

Humanities Humanities
National Medal of National Science and
Technology Technology Medals Foundation

National Medals of Science  National Science & Technology
Medals Foundation
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Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By

Nehru Award for Indian Council for Cultural

International Understanding Relations

Neustadt International Prize World Literature Today

for Literature

Niwano Peace Prize Niwano Peace Foundation
{Niwano Heiwa Zaidan)

Nobel Prize - Peace Nobel Foundaticon

Nobel Prizes - Science, Nabel Foundation

Literature, & Medicine

Onassis Prizes Alexander S Onassis Public

Benefit Foundation

Packard Fellowships David and Lucile Packard

(muitiple years) Foundation

Pew Fellows Program in New England Aguarium

Marine Conservation

Pew Fellowships in the Arts The University of the Arts

{1 year)

Phitadelphia Liberty Medal Greater Philadelphia First

Potamkin Prize for American Academy of Neurology

Research - Medicine

" Page §of 12
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Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By
Praemium Imperiale - Arts Japan Art Association
Priestiey Medal - American American Chemical Society American Chemical Society

Chemical Society

Prime Minister's Prize for Government of the Commonwealth of
Science Australia

Pritzker Architecture Prize éU NY Campus at Purchase

Pulitzer Prizes Columbia University

Queen Elisabeth Music Queen Elisabeth Intenational Queen Elisabeth of Belgium and
Competition Music Competition of Belgium viclinist Eugene Ysaye

Rea Award for the Short Dungannon Foundation

Story

Reuter Foundation " Reuter Foundation

Feliowships {multiple years)

Right Livelihood Awards Right Livelihcod Awards
Foundation

Rockefeller, John D., lll Asian Cultural Council

Award

Rolex Awards for Enterprise Montres Rolex S.A.




Award Program Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Rome Prize Fellowships American Academy in Rome

Rotary Award for World
Understanding and Peace

Rubinstein, Arthur
International Music Prizes

Schumann Award - Music Columbia University

Scott Award - Technology City of Philadelphia

The Seoul Peace Prize Cultural
Foundation

Seoul Peace Prize

Sonning Music Award University of Copenhagen

{Kobenhavns Universitet)

Sonning Prize - Arts University of Copenhagen

{(Kobenhavns Universitet)

Sophie Prize Sophie Foundation

Stockholm Water Prize Stockholm International Water

Institute

Tchaikovsky Music
Competition

Internationa! Tchaikovsky
Competition

HM King Cart XVI Gustaf of Sweden

Page 100f 12




Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By
Templeton Prize in Religion
Tyler Prize for University of Southern California ' Alice C. Tyler

Environmental Achievement

Van Cliburn Award Cliburn International Piano
Competition

Volvo Environment Prize

Von Siemens Music Prize

Wallace Reader's Digest Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest
Fund Awards Writers' Award
Waterman Award - Science National Science Foundation
Welch Award in Chemistry Robert A, Welch Foundation
Wexner Prize - Arts Wexner Center for the Arts
Wolf Prizes in Science & Art Wolf Foundation
World Food Prize World Food Prize Foundation

Ernst Von Siemens

" Page 11 0f 12




Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Yomiuri Human Document
Prize

Zayed International Prize for
the Environment

Office of International Affairs

General, H.H. Sheik Mohamed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of
Dubai
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