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THE OFFICIAL ROSTER OF THE WORLD’S
MOST DISTINGUISHED AWARDS
2003

of

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF DISTINGUISHED
AWARDS

Compiled by Larry E. Tise, Ph.D., President and CEO
The International Congress of Distinguished Awards
with the advice and assistance of
Larry E., Tise, Jr.

And directors of the world’s most important awards
for human achievement

Introduction

In March 1999, the International Congress of Distinguished Awards (ICDA)
issued its first annual “Official Roster of Distinguished Awards.” The Roster was
accompanied by a number of data tables classifying more than 116 award programs
according to the age of their creation, the US dollar cash value of their prizes, the
general field of their award giving, and the nation where they were located. Those
award programs presented a total of 186 individual prizes, most with cash awards of
$100,000 or more in US dollar equivalents.

These awards represented the cream of the crop of more than 29,000 known
awards, honors, and prizes as compiled and listed in a reference work with the
fullest listing of awards world-wide as published by Gale Research.

ICDA acknowledged in this first report the probable omission of many worthy
award programs—unknown to it or that did not fit the nature and format of data at
that time being gathered. We also acknowledged that we had not yet figured out
how to include performance competitions and fellowship awards in our data base.

We began to correct these omissions in a brief update of the Roster in 2000,
Our first OFFICIAL ROSTER which we think fairly represented nearly all of the
world’s most distinguished awards was issued in 2001. 1t was probably the first
comprehensive and reliable report on the current status of the truly most
distinguished awards. That report included many awards from Europe, Asia, and
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also the US that had not previously come to our attention. It also included the great
abundance of new awards that had emerged in the last years of the 20" century.

This report attracted much attention with articles in the national newspaper
press—Miami Herald, New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer and in the
professional press The Scientist and several European science journals and
magazines. Word about our OFFICIAL ROSTER even reached the hallowed halls
of the British Broadcasting Company which produced a television documentary
based on our work for the award-winning documentary series “Arena.” The
resulting documentary titled “And the Winner Is . . .” first aired in the UK in
November 2002 and will most likely appear in the coming months on PBS in the US.

We are now most pleased to present the 2003 edition of the OFFICIAL
ROSTER OF DISTINGUISHED AWARDS—an even more tidied, fuller, and
current report on the world’s most distinguished awards.

The Official Roster of Distinsuished Awards IV, 2003

The 2003 OFFICIAL ROSTER OF DISTINGUISHED AWARDS is a good
advance over our previous rosters. We have received extensive feedback frem
award directors and interested parties all over the world. We have also made
extensive use of the internet to check webpages of many organizations and have
frequently notified award organizations that their webpage information is badly out
of date. Even the most sophisticated award organizations sometimes forget how old
their internet information may be.

The 2003 Roster contains a total of 127 award programs presenting a total of
798 individual awards and prizes either on an annual or biennial—and in a few
cases on a triennial or quadrennial—basis. This is a somewhat modest increase over
our 2001 Roster which contained a total of 122 award programs and a total of 763
individual prizes and awards.

With the downturn in national and international economies over the past two
years, there has been a complementary slowing in the creation of new awards.

There are, nevertheless, some important new additions to the field as follows:

New Listings*:

Abel Prize 2002 Mathematics 1 $ 828,000
Dan David Prizes 2002 Science 1 1,000,000
Dan David Prizes 2002 Technology 1 1,000,000
Dan David Prizes 2002 Culture 1 1,000,000
Peter Gruber Awards 2001 Genetics 1 150,000
Peter Gruber Awards 2001 Justice 1 150,000
Russ Prize : 2001 Engineering 1 500,000

viil




Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize 1985 Literature 1 100,000

*All of these new prizes are awarded in US § amounts so that currency conversions
and changes in values do not affect the US $ value of these awards.

In addition to these new inclusions on the OFFICIAL ROSTER OF
DISTINGUISHED AWARDS, other older awards and a number of new awards
have been suggested to us for consideration. These include several historic awards
begun in the 18™ century as well as some other quite new prizes. We will be looking
at these very closely over the coming year.

ICDA’s OFFICIAL ROSTER is thus an ever developing, refined, and
accuraie barometer of what it takes to be an internationally distinguished award.
Readers are invited to take a look at our current ROSTER on our webpage at
www.icda.org and make suggestions of awards that should be considered for listing
on the ROSTER and for the correction of errors in current listings.

Increase in Awards and Cash Amount of Prizes

Despite the prevalent economic conditions that have slowed the creation of
new awards and prizes over the past few years, there have been sizeable increases in
the amount of some awards and in the number of awards being given by some
award programs. Among those perhaps most worthy of note are the following:

Award Program 2001 Awards/Amount 2003 Awards/Amount*
Balzan Prizes 4 $625,000 4 $734,750
Bank of Sweden Prize 1 1,004,900 1 1,089,200
Enrico Fermi Award 2 200,000 1 375,000
Getty Wildlife Prize 1 50,000 1 100,000
Goldman Environment Prizes 6 75,000 6 125,000
King Baudouin Prize 1 150,000 1 165,600
Latour de la Sante Prize 1 120,000 1 165,600
Orlando Lawrence Prizes 7 25,000 7 50,000
MacArthur Fellowships 25 262,500 25 500,000
Nobel Prizes (including Peace) 5 1,004,000 5 1,210,215
Packard Fellowships 12 450,000 16 625,000
Reuter Fellowships 6 30,000 25 30,000
Templeton Prize in Religion 1 1,044,800 1 1,115,100

*The US$ equivalent of these prizes was determined on April 30, 2003, based on the
conversion value of the stated amount of these prizes on that date and not the
conversion value on the date the awards were announced. While it would be useful
to know the value on the dates awarded such data gathering is beyond the scope of
this report.
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Amounts Awarded and Aggregate Costs of Awarding Distinguished Awards

If the mount of money issued by the 127 distinguished award program on an
annual basis be summed, the total cash outlay per annum in awards in the year 2002
(expressed in US$) was $84,040,660. This represents approximately a 23% increase
in the amount of money awarded in a two year period—a phenomenal increase.

Since there were a total of 798 individual awards given, the average amount
of each award presented was $105,314, an increase of 18% per award over the 2000
amount of $86,500 per award. This is even more phenomenal since there are quite a
few awards considered distinguished which do not present any cash prizes. The
increase in average awards is due to the rapid increase in the size of all awards and
the creation of new awards at a higher level than many past awards.

One might conclude that $84 million is a relatively small sum in the
contemporary world of multi-billion dollar corporations (foo many of which have
proved to be smoke and mirrors!). But this $84 million is only the tip of the ice
berg. It does not include the costs of administering and presenting these awards;
nor does it include the other 29 or 30,000 awards that make up the world of
awards—at least a $2 billion mostly overlooked world wide cottage industry.

Relative Age of Distinguished Awards

As noted in ICDA’s 1999 and 2001 ROSTERS, the creation of awards—
especially those with large cash prizes—is a relatively recent phenomenon. And the
pace in the creation of new large price awards is accelerating. A thumb nail sketch

follows:

Award Creation Years

Before 1900 3 programs
1900-1950 7 programs
1951-1960 8 programs
1961-1970 10 programs
1971-1980 26 programs
1981-1990 37 programs
1991-2000 32 programs
2001-2002 5 programs

More than 50% of all major award programs have been created since 1981. But
given the fact that most award programs are developed somewhat in isolation
without knowledge of other awards on the same topic or field, there is a time gap
between conceptualization of a2 new award and its appearance on information data
bases including that of ICDA,
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All of the data available to ICDA indicates that award creation continues apace,
although informed by world economic conditions.

Awards by Country

The predominance of the United States, Japan, and Sweden in the number of
awards given and the amount of cash prizes continues. The relative rank nations in
the giving of awards listed on our 2003 ROSTER is as follows:

Country No. of Awards ___Average Prize  Total Given Yearly
United States 665 $ 80,515 $53,542,600
Sweden 12 644,133 7,729,590
Japan 17 252,215 4,287,650
Italy 8 487,500 3,900,000
Israel 10 362,500 3,625,000
Norway 3 712,738 2,138,215
Greece 6 225,000 1,350,000
Saudi Arabia 5 200,000 1,000,000
Switzerland 6 166,667 1,000,000
United Arab Emirates 1 1,000,000 1,000,000
Belgium 9 107,947 971,520
United Kingdom 28 32,902 921,250
The Netherlands 6 136,800 820,800
Denmark 3 113,242 339,725
Kuwait 3 100,000 300,000
France 3 78,217 234,650
Korea 1 200,000 200,000
Australia 1 185,010 185,010
Germany 1 165,600 165,600
India 2 52,900 105,000
Canada 2 51,863 103,725
Spain 1 99,525 99,525
Russia 1 20,000 20,000
Brazil 4 -0- -0-

The relative amount of awards and award funds coming from various countries was
little changes from 2001 except in the case of Israel and Norway where total
amounts increased six fold and two fold respectively. The most remarkable increase
was in the United States where the total amount awarded grew from $40,440,000 in
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2001 to $53,542,600 in 2003. That was nearly a 25% increase in an already robust
amount of awards compared to the rest of the world.

The US total of $53,542,600 in 2003 represented almost 64% of all the

distinguished awards given in the world. The United States continues to present
more cash in distinguished awards than the rest of the world combined.

Awards by Field

ICDA has again tried to categorize the world’s distinguished awards in
some rather broad fields of specialization and achievement. Although some have
criticized us for overlooking specific topics of distinguished awards such as literary
criticism, music composition, and invention, we have continued to group these
discrete topics respectively under literature, the arts, and technology. A few fields
just fit nowhere, such as planetary exploration, so we have created some discrete
categories that will not show much representation in our report on awards by field.

The major fields are as follows:

Field No. of Awards Amounts Awarded
Arts 362 $26,341,745
Science 95 25,325,440
Humanitarianism 109 8,423,350
Environment 31 6,046,930
Literature 43 3,442,640
Medicine 12 3,410,565
Humanities 77 2,415,600
Peace 9 2,217,165
Technology 27 1,838,600
Religion 4 1,715,100
Engineering 3 1,100,000
Economics 1 1,089,200
Culture 3 674,325
Education 1 200,000
Psychology 1 200,000
Exploration 1 100,000
Innovation 5 -0-
Organizational Excellence 15 -0-

The fields of awards have changed somewhat dramatically since 2001. While
the arts increased by 21% from $20.8 million to $26.3 million, awards in the sciences
increased by 41% from $14.9 million to $25.3 million. Most other realms increased
by little more than 10% except in engineering where the addition of the new Russ
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Prize at the National Academy of Engineering in the United States greatly advanced
that realm.

US$ Dollar Value of Awards

As indicated above we have calculated the value of all prizes based on the US
dollar value as of April 30, 2003. And the basis for our calculation was the stated
value in whatever currency when the award was last given. Given the tidal changes
in international economies and the rate of exchange of various monetary systems,
this inevitably means that our values may not be the same as they were when
awards were announced.

One good example of this is the relative value of the renowned Nobel prizes
which are awarded in Swedish krona (10 million krona) and of the Templeton Prize
for Progress in Religion which is awarded in British pounds (700,000 pounds). At
the time these awards were announced (fall/winter 2002) the Templeton Prize
exceeded in USS equivalent the amount of the Nobel prizes. But since we base our
relative value of various prizes on the US$ equivalent at a particular date during the
year (this year April 30, 2003) and since the exchange rate between dollar, pound,
and krona has altered dramatically in the intervening period, the value of these and
other prizes may appear to be skewed.

Our calculated value of the largest prizes as of April 30, 2003, are thus as
follows:

Prize Amount Number
Nobel Peace Prize $1,210,215 1
Nobel Prizes 1,210,215 4
Templeton Prize in Religion 1,115,100 1
Bank of Sweden Prize 1,089,200 1
Dan David Prizes 1,000,000 3
Hilton Humanitarian Prize 1,000,000 1
Free Spirit Award 1,000,000 1
Zayed Prize for Environment 1,000,000 1
Abel Prize (mathematics) 828,000 1
Balzan Prizes 734,750 4
Packard Fellowships 625,000 16
Aga Khan Award in Architecture 500,000 1
Crafoord Prize 500,000 1
Draper Prize (engineering) 500,000 1
Families Count Awards 500,000 5
Lemelson-MIT Prize 500,000 1
MacArthur Fellowships 500,000 25
Russ Prize (engineering) 500,000 1
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Waterman Award (science) 500,000 1
Prizes 251 to S00K 14
Prizes 201 to 250K 21
Prizes 151 to 200K 23
Prizes 101 to 150K 31
Prizes 51 to 100K 51
Prizes 26 to 50K 344
Prizes 1to 25K 106
Prizes -0- 138

As indicated by this impressive list of new and growing awards, the new
plateau for a major award—in terms of cash amount—is $500,000. There are now
66 prizes at $500K and above. If the specialized Packard and MacArthur
Fellowship Awards are removed there are still 25 awards in this realm.

There are 89 awards between $101K and $250K now—remarkable in that in
1991 when ICDA began gathering information on awards there were not more than
25 awards at the level of $100K and above. Awards have been a major growth
realm in the 1990s and in the early years of the 21 century.
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Official Roster of Distinguished Awards

o * 127 Award Programs as of April 2003

Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By
Abel Prize Norwegian Academy of Science
and Letters
Africa Prize Hunger Project
Aga Khan Award for Aga Khan Trust for Culture His Highness The Aga Khan
Architecture
Agnelli Prize Research Centre for Fondazioni Giovanni Agnelli

International and European
Cultural Relatons

Anderson, Marian Award Philadelphia Festival of the Arts

Annunzio Awards Christopher Columbus The Honorable Frank Annunzio
Fellowship Foundation

Bagnoud Aerospace Prize Francois-Xavier Bagnoud
Foundation

Baldrige National Quality National Quality Program/NIST

Award

Baldwin Medal of Liberty American Civil Liberties Unton

Balzan Prizes International Balzan Foundation

" page1of 12




Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Bank of Sweden Prize

Naobel Foundation

Blue Planet Prize

The Asahi Glass Foundation

The Asahi Glass Foundation

Booker Prize

Book Trust

Booker McConnell

Bower Award & Prize for
Achievement

The Franklin Institute

Bristol-Myers Squibb
Distinguished Acheivement
Awards in Scientific Research

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

Bunting Institute Fellows

The Mary Ingraham Bunting
Institute

Capote, Truman Awards for
Literary Criticism

University of Towa

Capote, Truman Awards for
Literary Criticism

Stanford University - Forsythe

Capote Foundation

Carlsberg Architectural Prize

Catlsburg & Architecture

Camegie Medal

Carnegie Hero Fund Commission

Andrew Carnegie

Cervantes Prize

Centro de las Letras Espanolas

T Page2of 12
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Christopher Columbus
Foundation Award

Christopher Columbus
Foundation

Christopher Columbus
Foundation

Clark Prize, Athalie Richardson

National Water Research Institute

National Water Research

Irvine Institute
Conrad N. Hilton Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Conrad Hilton Board of
Humanitarian Prize Directors
Copley Medal Royal Society
Coulier Award The Wallace H. Coulter Award Georgia Tech University
for Medicine
Crafcord Prize Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences

Crichlow Trust Prize American Institute of

Acronautics & Astronautics
Dan David Prize Dan David Foundation Dan David

DeWitt & Lila Wallace Reader's
Digest Fund Awards

Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest
Writers' Award

Discover Magazine Technology
Awards

Discover Mag, Award for
Technological Innovation

Draper Prize

National Academy of
Engineering
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Erasmus Prize

Stichting Praemium Erasmianum

Families Count Awards

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

~

Fermi Awards - Science

UJ.S. Department of Energy,
Office of Energy Research, ERS

Fields Medals

International Mathematics Union

Francqui Prize

Franqui Foundation

Enule Francqui

Free Spirit Award, Al Neubarth

Frontrunner Awards, Sara Lee

Sara Lee -- Women

General Motors Cancer

General Motors Cancer Research

’..;I.....l......l...l.

Research Medals Foundation
Getty Wildlife Conservation World Wildlife Fund J. Paul Getty
Prize
Glenn Gould Prize Canada Council for the Arts
Goldman Environmental Prizes Goldman Environmental
Foundation
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Award Program Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Guggenheim Fellowships John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation

Senator Simon and hus wife,
Olga, Guggenhetm

Heineken Prizes Royal Netherlands Academy of
Arts and Sciences

Heinz Awards Heinz Family Foundation
Honda Prize ' Honda Foundation Mr. Seichiro Honda
Houphouet-Boigny Peace Prize UNESCO
Indira Gandhi Prize Indira Gandhi Memorial
Foundation

International Cosmos Prize

Expo 90 Foundation

International Prize for Biology  Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science

Invernizzi Foundation Awards Enrica and Romeo Invernizzi
Foundation Fellowship

Romeo Invernizzi

Ives Living Award, Charles - American Academy of Arts and
Music Letters
Japan Prize - Science The Science & Technology

Foundation of Japan

!
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Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By
Lieber Prize - Medicine NARSAD Scientific Sympostum
Lincoln Prize Gettysburg College
Louisville - Grawemeyer Awards University of Louisville Mr. H. Charles Grawemeyer
Lounsbery Award - Science Institut de France
(France)
Lounsbery Award - Science National Academy of Sciences
(US4)
MacArthur Fellows (multiple John ID. & Caterine T.
years) MacArthur Foundation
Manning Innovation Award Earnest C. Manning Awards

Foundation

Marconi International Polytechmnical Marcomni
Fellowship International Fellowship Council
Mitchell International Prize for National Academy of Sciences

Sustainable Development

National Book Awards National Book Foundation
National Endowment for the National Endowment for the
Humanities Humanities
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

National Medal of Technology

National Science and
Technology Medals Foundation

National Medals of Science

National Science & Technology
Medals Foundation

Nehru Award for International

Understanding

Indian Counci for Cultural
Relations

Neustadt International Prize
for Literature

World Literature Today

Niwano Peace Prize

Niwano Peace Foundation
(Niwano Heiwa Zaidan)

Nobel Prize - Peace

The Norwegian Nobel Institute

Nobel Prizes - Science,
Literature, & Medicine

Nobel Foundation

Onassis International Prizes

Alexander S Onassis Public
Benefit Foundation

Aristotle S. Onassis

Packard Fellowships (multiple
years)

Dawvid and Lucile Packard
Foundation

Peter Gruber Foundation
Awards

Peter Gruber Foundation

Pew Fellows Program in
Marine Conservation

New England Aquarium

|
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Pew Fellowships in the Arts (1

year)

Pew Fellowships in the Arts

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Philadelphia Liberty Medal

Greater Philadelphia First

We the People 2000

Potamkin Prize for Research -

Medicine

American Academy of Neurclogy

Praemium Imperiale - Arts

Japan Art Association

Prince Takamatsu

Priestley Medal

American Chemical Society

American Chemical Society

Prime Minister's Prize for
Science

Government of the
Commonwealth of Austrahia

Pritzker Architecture Prize

SUNY Campus at Purchase

The Hyatt Foundation

Pulitzer Prizes

Columbia University

Joseph Pulitzer

Queen Elisabeth Music
Competition

Queen Elisabeth Intenational
Music Competition of Belgium

Queen Elisabeth of Belgum
and violimst Eugene Ysaye

Rea Award for the Short Story Dungannon Foundation Michael M. Rea

Reuter Foundation Fellowships Reuter Foundauon

(multiple years)
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Award Program Sponsor Organization Founded By
Right Livelihood Awards Right Livelihood Awards Jakob von Uexkull
Foundation

Rolex Awards for Enterprise

Montres Rolex S.A.

André ]. Hetniger

Rome Prize Fellowships

American Academy in Rome

Ronald McDonald House
Charities Awards of Excellence

Ronald McDonald House
Charities Award of Excellence

Rotary Award for World
Understanding and Peace

The Rotary Foundation of
Rotary International

Rubinstein, Arthur
International Music Prizes

Arthur Rubinstein International
Music Society

Jan ]. Bistritzky

Russ Prize, Fritz J. and Dolores

National Academy of

National Academy of

]
o

H. Engineermyg Engineering
Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize Poetry Magazine
Schuman Award, William Columbia University
Scott Award City of Philadelphia John Scott
Seoul Peace Prize The Seoul Peace Prize Cultural
Foundation
T page 10 of 12




Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Sonning Music Award

University of Copenhagen
(Kohenhavns Universitet)

Sonning Prize - Arts

University of Copenhagen
(i<obenhavns Universitet)

_ Sophie Prize

Sophie Foundation

Jostein Gaarder

Stockholm Water Prize Stockholm International Water ~ HM King Catl XVI Gustaf of
Institute Sweden

Tchaikovsky Music International Tchatkovsky

Competition Competition

Templeton Prize in Religion John Templeton Foundation Sir John Templeton

Tyler Prize for Environmental
Achievement

University of Southern California

John and Alice Tyler

Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition

Van Cliburn Foundation

Yolvo Environment Prize

The Volvo Environment Prize
Foundation

Von Siemens Music Prize

Ermst Von Siemens

Waterman Award, Alan T,

National Science Foundation

Public Law 94-86 of the 94th
Congress
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Sonning Music Award

University of Copenhagen
(Kobenhavns Universitet)

Sonning Prize - Arts

University of Copenhagen
{(Kobenhavns Universitet)

. Sophie Prize

Sophie Foundanon

Jostein Gaarder

Stockholm Water Prize Stockholm International Water HM King Carl XVI Gustaf of
Institute Sweden

Tchaikovsky Music International Tchatkovsky

Competition Competition

Templeton Prize in Religion John Templeton Foundation Sir John Templeton

Tyler Prize for Environmental
Achievement

Untversity of Southern California

John and Ahce Tyler

Yan Cliburn International
Piano Competition

Van Cliburn Foundation

Volvo Environment Prize

The Volvo Envitonment Prize
TFoundation

Von Siemens Music Prize

Ernst Von Siemens

Waterman Award, Alan T,

National Science Foundation

Public Law 94-86 of the 94th
Congress
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Award Program

Sponsor Organization

Founded By

Welch Award in Chemistry

Robert A. Welch Foundation

Will of Robert Alonzo Welch

Wexner Prize - Arts

Ohio State Umversity

William E. Simon Prizes for

Philanthropic Leadership and

for Social Entrepreneurship

William E. Simon Foundation

William E. Stmon

Wolf Prizes in Science & Art

Wolf Foundation

Dr. Ricardo Wolf

World Food Prize

World Food Prize Foundation

Dr. Norman E. Borlaug

Yomiuri Prize for Literature

Office of International Affairs

Yoruurt Shimbun Company

Zayed International Prize for
the Environment

General, TLH. Sheik Mohamed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubat

&
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